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 If you have ash trees, stop and learn. The potential threat of emerald ash borer (EAB) is real; 

however, acting without understanding the specific threat to your trees, regulations and quarantines, 

and your options, could cause the unnecessary loss of treasured shade trees, or loss of substantial 

income from your woodlot.    

The emerald ash borer (Agrilus planipennis) was first discovered in the U.S. in 2002 in southeastern 

Michigan. It was also found in Windsor, Ontario the same year. This Asian beetle infests and kills 

North American ash species (Fraxinus sp.) including green, white, black and blue ash. Thus, all native 

ash trees are susceptible.   

Most trees die within 2 to 4 years of becoming infested. The emerald ash borer is responsible for the 

destruction of over 50 million ash trees in the U.S. since its discovery in Michigan. 

 
 
 
SIGNS & SYMPTOMS 

 

The adult Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) beetle has the following unique characteristics: 

 Bright, metallic green 

 ½” long, flattened back 



 Purple abdominal segments beneath wing covers 

 

Adult beetles are most active during the summer and early fall. If you see the beetle or any signs of 

infestation, you need to report it immediately. During the late summer, fall and winter months, the 

beetle’s larvae tunnel deep into the trees they infest. While the EAB larvae are usually hidden from 

sight under the bark, they have the following characteristics: 

 Creamy white, legless 

 Flattened, bell-shaped body segments 

 A pair of small appendages near the end of its body 

 

Although you can’t always spot it, the beetle may live in cut wood such as firewood. You can help 

stop the beetle by not moving firewood. Moving firewood can spread the beetle, its larvae and its 

eggs to healthy trees. Burn your firewood where you buy it. 

The Signs 

Since the beetle is difficult to spot, you can look for signs of infestation.      

http://stopthebeetle.info/reporting-eab/


Canopy Dieback 

 

Canopy dieback begins at the top of the tree and progresses throughout the year until the tree is 

bare. 

 

Epicormic Shoots 

Sprouts grow from roots and trunk. 

 

Bark Splitting 

Vertical bark splits expose S-shaped galleries beneath the bark. 



 

  

 

S-shaped Galleries and D-shaped Exit Holes 

Galleries under the bark reveal the back and forth feeding pattern of the EAB larvae.  Adults emerge 

from D-shaped exit holes, typically 1/8″ in diameter. 

 Increasing Woodpecker Activity/Damage 

Several woodpecker species forage for EAB, creating large holes when extracting larvae. 



 
 


